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on the skies. High Conservative finance and the
extreme Radical press wore at ono iu their deter-
mination to avoid war. Again, if the Foreign
Secretary was uncertain about his countrymen, ho
was not less uncertain about his colleagues. Six
men in the Cabinet saw whore events wcro tending
unless a miracle intervened. These were the Prime
Minister, Lord Haldane, Sir Edward Grey, Lord
Crewe, Mr. McKenna, and Mr. Churchill. The others
were ignorant, puzzled, and angry, arid the loft wing
was making ready, in the event of the six voting for
war, to lead a campaign for non-intervention in
which they believed they would have overwhelming
popular support. In the circumstances Sir Edward
Grey could scarcely have done otherwise than ho did.
His enforced caution had no effect on German
policy. Had he published that day the news of a
military alliance between Britain and Trance, Ger-
many would not have swerved one hair's-breadth
from her plan.

That day the King of England received two mes-
sages. One was from the Emperor William, in
which it was made clear that Germany regarded her-
self as committed to war with Russia. Tho other
was from the President of the French [Republic, in
which, while admitting that Britain, was under no
formal obligation, he appealed to her to declare
herself on the side of France as the ono hope of
preserving peace. We know now that that chance
had already gone, but M. Poincar6's message is proof,
if proof were needed, of the earnest desire of France
to avert war. King George, after consulting his
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